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The Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and grant him peace —
said, “Every matter of importance not begun with the praise of Allah is
cut off.”
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Symbols and Abbreviations

Ligatures representing traditional honorifics and abbreviations used

in the text and notes

Glyphs

ko

Translation

“Mighty and Sublime”
“Glorified and Exalted”
“Blessed and Exalted”

“Exalted is His Majesty”

“In the Name of Allah, The Compassionate, The
Merciful”

“May Allah bless him [& his family], [& grant
him/them peace]”
“Upon him/her/them/them(dual) be [blessings &|
peace”

“May Allah be pleased with
him/her/them/them(dual)/them(fem.)”

“May Allah’s mercy be upon
him/her/them/them(dual)”

A}i’,‘g / 4:“,', “May Allah have mercy on him/them”
fﬁ “May his secret be sanctified”
‘%‘: “His peace upon us”
Abbr. Meaning
AH Anno Hegirae. The Islamic lunar calendar.
CE Common Era. The Gregorian calendar.
d. Died. Indicates the year of a scholar’s death.
ed. Editor, or edition.
Lit. Literally. Used to indicate the linguistic meaning.
no./nos. Number. Used to cite specific hadith numbers.
p-/pp- Page / Pages.
vol. Volume.
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al-Bayhaqi: A Short Introduction

Abu Bakr Ahmad ibn al-Husayn ibn ° Ali ibn Misa al-Khusrawjirdi
al-Khurasani, famously known as al-Bayhagqi, was a towering figure
in Islamic scholarship, recognized as a Hafiz (master of Hadith),
‘Allama (polymath), and Shaykh al-Islam. Born in the month of
Sha‘ban in the year 384 AH, he hailed from Bayhaq, a region
comprising several villages near Nishapur in Khurasan. His scholarly
journey began at the young age of fifteen, when he started hearing
hadith from prominent teachers like Abt al-Hasan Muhammad ibn
al-Husayn al- * Alaw1. He became the most distinguished student of
the famous Hadith authority al-Hakim, under whom he studied
extensively and graduated. His quest for knowledge led him to travel
widely, visiting Iraq, the mountainous regions of al-Jibal, and the
Hijaz, while learning from a vast array of masters in cities like
Baghdad, Mecca, and Kafa.

Al-Bayhaqt was a master who seamlessly combined the sciences
of Hadith and Figh, possessing a profound understanding of hadith
defects (‘ilal) and the methods of reconciling seemingly
contradictory reports. He studied classical theology and Ash® ar1
creed directly under the legendary master Imam Aba Bakr ibn Farak
(d. 406 AH). His literary output was staggering, with his writings
totaling nearly one thousand parts, a feat unmatched by his
contemporaries. Among his most significant works is al-Sunan al-
Kubra, a ten-volume masterpiece that stands unique in its field. His
other notable contributions include al-Sunan wa-I-Athar, al-Asma ’
wa-I-Sifat, Dala il al-Nubuwwa, and Shu ‘ab al-Iman. Such was the
caliber of his work that the Imam al-Haramayn al-Juwayni remarked
that while every Shafi ‘ 1jurist is indebted to Imam al-Shafi ‘1, Imam
al-Shafi ‘1 is indebted to al-Bayhaqi for his tireless efforts in
supporting and documenting the Shafi‘1 school of thought. His
dedication to the Shafi ‘1 madhhab was so deep that contemporary
scholars noted he was capable of establishing his own independent
school (mujtahid) had he wished, and al-Subki remarked that al-
Bayhaqt's writings effectively “closed the door on all who came after
him” as no one could ever match his legal-hadith compilations.

Beyond his academic brilliance, al-Bayhaqi was celebrated for his
piety, profound asceticism (zuhd), and contentment with very little.
In an extraordinary display of lifelong devotion, he fasted
continuously for the final thirty years of his life. He spent much of his
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life in seclusion in his home village, devoted entirely to compiling his
books. However, his reputation was such that the leading scholars of
his time urged him to move to Nishapur to share his knowledge. He
did soin 441 AH, where he held sessions to teach his book al-Ma *rifa,
drawing large crowds of students and scholars. The spiritual status
of his work was highlighted by several contemporary accounts of
dreams; in one instance, a righteous companion dreamt of Imam al-
Shafi ‘ 1himself reading al-Bayhaqi’s manuscripts and expressing his
benefit from them. In another famous account, the ascetic master
Abu Bakr al-Marwazi witnessed a dream depicting a luminous chest
(tabur) rising to the heavens, which was interpreted as a symbol of
the divine acceptance and high standing of al-Bayhaqr's
compilations.

In his final years, al-Bayhaqi returned to Nishaptr one last time
to teach, and it was there that he eventually fell ill. He passed away
on the 10th of Jumada al-Ula in 458 AH at the age of seventy-four.
After his death, he was washed, shrouded, and transported in a coffin
to be buried in his native Bayhaq, specifically in the district of
Khusrawjird. He left behind a legacy carried on by his son Isma ‘1,
his grandson Abu al-Hasan, and a long list of students who
continued to transmit his vast body of work across the Islamic world.

xiv



Introduction to the Translation

Presented here is an English translation of al-Arba ‘ éin al-Sughra (The 5
Lesser Forty [Hadiths]), a classical compendium of prophetic
traditions compiled by Imam al-Bayhaqi. While forty-hadith
collections (arba ‘iniyyat) historically served various theological or
legal purposes, al-Bayhaqrl's objective in this specific work is
fundamentally ethical and behavioral. As the author notes in his own
introduction, the compendium was compiled to serve as a practical,
concise guide for the “scholars of Hadith” (ashab al-hadith),
providing them with a spiritual and moral framework to implement
in their daily conduct and worship.

The historical authenticity of al-Arba “in al-Sughra and its direct 6

attribution to al-Bayhagqi are exceptionally well-established within
the Islamic scholarly tradition, enjoying a robust chain of
transmission across centuries. Al-Dhahabi (d. 748 AH) explicitly
confirms al-Bayhaqr’s authorship of the text in his monumental
biographical dictionary, Siyar A “lam al-Nubala ’, noting that the text
was a core component of the auditory registry of scholars such as Aba
al-Makarim al-NtGqani. Furthermore, al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-
‘ Asqalani (d. 852 AH) systematically cataloged al-Arba ‘ tin al-Sughra
among the verified texts he received via direct auditory transmission
from his own instructors, recording it in his al-Mu ‘jam al-Mufahras
(entry no. 917). Similarly, ‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Subki (d. 771 AH)
utilized the spiritual and ethical insights of the text, integrating its
contents into his biographical encyclopedia, Tabagqat al-Shafi “iyyah
al-Kubra.

In modern print history, the text has seen two primary critical 7
editions that have brought it to contemporary readers. The first,
edited by Muhammad al-Sa ‘ 1d bin Basytun1 Zaghlal, was published
by Dar al-Kutub al-‘Imiyyah in Beirut in 1407 AH under the
expanded title al-Arba “i4n al-Sughra al-Mukhrajah ft Ahwal ‘Ibad
Allah Ta ‘ala wa-Akhlagihim. The second edition — upon which the
pagination of this translation is based — was edited by the modern
Hadith scholar Abu Ishaq al-Huwayni al-Athari and published by
Dar al-Kitab al- “ Arabi in Beirut in 1408 AH (1988 CE), comprising
176 pages.

The book comprises 125 narrated traditions organized into forty 8
distinct thematic chapters. Al-Bayhaqi establishes a deliberate
pedagogical arc, beginning with the foundational theological
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prerequisite of absolute monotheism (tawhid), moving immediately
into universal spiritual rectifications — namely repentance (tawba)
and the resolution of grievances with adversaries — and then
systematically exploring social and personal ethics. These topics
include avoiding corrupt company, guarding the gaze, remaining
steadfast (istigama), and maintaining focus on divine remembrance.
The compendium culminates in a call to action, charging the believer
to actively practice the virtues detailed across the preceding sections.

Methodologically, the text showcases al-Bayhaqt’s precision in
Hadith science. For each tradition, he provides the direct chain of
transmission (isnad), aggregates multiple pathways, and cross-
references them with the Six Canonical Books (al-Kutub al-Sitta) at
their points of intersection. To maintain brevity, he records the core
text (matn) only once, utilizing standard shorthand — such as bi-
mithlihi (likewise) or bi-ma ‘nahu (with its meaning) — for parallel
chains. Where a narration requires linguistic clarification, he
concludes by defining rare or obscure terminology (gharib al-alfaz).
Ultimately, this volume serves not only as a treasury of Imam al-
Bayhaqi's enduring ethical guidance, but as a window into the
meticulous scholarly framework that has anchored it for nearly a
millennium.
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Praise belongs to Allah, as is His due, and blessings be upon the best
of His creation, Muhammad, the Chosen Prophet and the Selected

Messenger, and upon his family, whenever those who remember
mention him, or the heedless neglect his remembrance.
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Praise belongs to Allah, Who established the proof of His Oneness,
and then of the truthfulness of our Prophet Muhammad — may Allah
bless him and grant him peace — in his claim to messengership and
in what he left among his community, whereby he called His servants
to His worship, guided whom He willed among them to respond to

Him, and clarified upon his tongue what must be known to uphold
His sacred law.
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The Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and grant him peace —
urged his companions to preserve his sunna, and then to convey it to
those of his community who would come after him, so that they
would be upon sure knowledge of what was required of them in
practicing obedience to him and avoiding disobedience to him. He
used to say at the end of his sermon: “O Allah, have I conveyed?”
They would say: “Yes.” Thereupon he would say: “Lo! Let the
witness convey to the absent, for perhaps some of those to whom
it is conveyed will be more retentive of it than some of those who
heard it.” And he would sometimes say: “For many a person
conveyed to is more retentive than a hearer.”
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Hadith 1: And he would say, as reported to us by the teacher, Aba
Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Farak: ‘ Abd Allah ibn Ja* far al-
Asbahani informed us: Yanus ibn Habib narrated to us: Aba Dawad
al-Tayalist narrated to us: Shu ‘ ba narrated to us on the authority of
‘ Umar ibn Sulayman, on the authority of * Abd al-Rahman ibn Aban,

on the authority of his father, who said: I heard Zayd ibn Thabit —
may Allah be pleased with him — saying: I heard the Messenger of

! Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari, no. 1741, and Sahih Muslim, no. 1679.
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Allah — may Allah bless him and grant him peace — saying: “May
Allah make radiant [the face of] a person who hears a hadith from
us and memorizes it and then conveys it to another. For many a
carrier of figh® conveys it to one who is more understanding than
him, and many a carrier of figh is not a faqih. There are three things
towards which the heart of a Muslim does not harbor malice:
sincerity of action for Allah, offering sincere counsel to the leaders
of the affair, and adhering to the congregation, for indeed, their
supplication encompasses them from behind.”? It was narrated by
Abu Dawud al-Sijistani in his book al-Sunan in an abridged form. It
was also narrated by ‘ Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘ Abd Allah ibn Mas * ad,
on the authority of his father, on the authority of the Prophet — may
Allah bless him and grant him peace. The Messenger of Allah — may
Allah bless him and grant him peace — encouraged his community to
seek knowledge, and informed us of the merit contained therein,
saying:
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Hadith 2: Al Hakim Aba ‘ Abd Allah Muhammad ibn “ Abd Allah al-
Hafiz informed us: Aba ’1- * Abbas Muhammad ibn Ya * qub narrated
to us: al-Hasan ibn “ Ali ibn ‘ Affan al- * Amiri narrated to us: ‘ Abd
Allah ibn Numayr narrated to us: on the authority of al-A ‘ mash: on

* Here, figh carries its classical meaning of “deep comprehension or insight,” rather
than its later technical meaning of formal Islamic jurisprudence.

* Recorded in Sunan al-Tirmidhi, no. 2658, and Sunan Ibn Majah, no. 230. Graded
sahih by al-Albani.
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the authority of Abu Salih: on the authority of AbG Hurayra — may
Allah be pleased with him — who said: The Messenger of Allah — may
Allah bless him and grant him peace — said: “Whoever treads a path
seeking knowledge, Allah will facilitate for him a path to Paradise.
No people gather in a mosque from among the mosques of Allah,
reciting the Book of Allah —the Mighty and Sublime — and studying
itamong themselves, except that tranquility descends upon them,
mercy envelops them, the angels surround them, and Allah
mentions them among those in His presence. And whoever is
slowed by his deeds will not be advanced by his lineage.” Narrated
by Muslim in his Sahih on the authority of Muhammad ibn ‘ Abd
Allah ibn Numayr, on the authority of his father.*
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Hadith 3: Abu ‘ Abd Allah al-Hafiz, Abt Bakr Ahmad ibn al-Hasan al-
Qadi, and Abu Sadiqg Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Abt ’1-Fawaris al-
‘Attar informed us: They said: Aba '1-° Abbas Muhammad ibn
Ya‘ qub narrated to us: Ibrahim ibn Marztuq narrated to us: ‘ Abd
Allah ibn Dawud al-Khuraybi narrated to us on the authority of
 Asim ibn Raja * ibn Haywa, on the authority of Dawid ibn Jamil, on
the authority of Kathir ibn Qays who said: I was sitting with Aba ’1-
Darda ’ in the mosque of Damascus. A man came to him and said, “O
Aba ’1-Darda’, I have come to you from the city of the Messenger of
Allah — may Allah bless him and grant him peace — for a hadith that
hasreached me which you narrate from the Messenger of Allah —may
Allah bless him and grant him peace.” He said, “And you have not
come for any other need?” He said, “No.” He said, “Nor for trade?” He
said, “No.” He said, “And you have not come except for this hadith?”
He said, “Yes.” He said, “Indeed, I heard the Messenger of Allah —
may Allah bless him and grant him peace — say: ‘Whosoever
traverses a path seeking knowledge, Allah will guide him along a
path from the paths of Paradise. Indeed, the angels lower their
wings in approval of the seeker of knowledge. And indeed,
everyone in the heavens and everyone on the earth seeks
forgiveness for the scholar, even the fish in the depths of the water.
The superiority of the scholar over the worshipper is like the
superiority of the moon on the night of the full moon over the rest
of the stars. Indeed, the scholars are the heirs of the Prophets. The
Prophets did not leave behind dirhams or dinars; rather, they left
behind knowledge. Whoever takes it has taken an abundant
share.””®
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® Recorded in Sunan Abi Dawid, no. 3641; Jami * al-Tirmidhi, no. 2682; and Sunan Ibn
Majah, no. 223. Graded sahih by al-Albani.

5

16



17

18

AL- BAYHAQI’S LESSER FORTY

° P z % S . - T
AP (R T B i.:f/g PP K] 2 R e 0 .’..z"f'
ﬂ‘@‘f}im‘WL@OMLﬁé’wj‘&;f‘@bh?cﬁ»-Jb“\

ZHZ (F ws
Wl L

This is a hadith transmitted by Aba Dawad al-Sijistaniin his book on
the authority of Musaddad, on the authority of al-Khuraybi; and he
narrated it from another route on the authority of * Uthman ibn Abi
Sawda, on the authority of Aba1 "1-Darda’ with the same meaning.
The hadiths that have been narrated regarding the merit of
knowledge and its pursuit, and the preservation of the sunna and its
transmission, are numerous and they are compiled within my
detailed works. Included within this meaning is what has been
recorded with flimsy chains of transmission on the authority of the
Prophet — may Allah bless him and grant him peace — that he said:
“Whoever preserves for my community forty hadiths by which
they benefit, Allah shall raise him on the Day of Resurrection as a
jurist and a scholar.”®
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I have extracted from the hadiths those that are essential for the
companions of hadith to know, in terms of what must be believed in

the heart, uttered by the tongue, and practiced by the limbs — matters
which have become their distinguishing mark wherever they may be

¢ A similar variation has been recorded by Ibn ‘ Adiin Al-Kamil fi Du ‘afa * al-Rijal,
vol. 8, p. 337.



AUTHOR’S INTRODUCTION

throughout the lands. I have compiled these hadiths into forty
chapters, as far as it was feasible to do so. I seek the guidance of Allah
in extracting some of the hadiths that they need to know for practical
purposes in their daily lives and moral conduct, and I have compiled
these into forty chapters as well. This is intended to be a guide for
them in matters that they must know in order to worship Allah, in
addition to what was previously mentioned in the forty hadiths that
I extracted to explain the principles of the religion of Allah. I seek the
assistance of Allah, the Mighty and the Generous, in applying what
He hastaughtme, and I ask Him to grant me an increase in virtue and
to forgive me for my shortcomings in fulfilling my obligations. I
declare my powerlessness and weakness before Him, for there is no
power or strength except with Allah, the Exalted and the Great.
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1. On Rendering Worship Solely to
Allah to the Exclusion of Others
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Hadith 4: Abt ‘ Abd Allah Muhammad ibn ‘ Abd Allah al-Hafiz

informed us: Abu ‘ Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ya‘ qub al-Shaybani

al-Hafiz narrated to us by way of dictation: Ibrahim ibn ‘ Abd Allah
al-Sa‘ di narrated to us: Yazid ibn Harun narrated to us: Aba Malik
al-Ashja ‘1 narrated to us on the authority of his father who said: I
heard the Prophet, may Allah bless him and grant him peace, say:
“Whoever declares Allah as One and disbelieves in what is
worshiped besides Allah, his wealth and blood become sacred,
and his reckoning rests with Allah.” Narrated by Muslim on the
authority of Zuhayr ibn Harb, on the authority of Yazid ibn Haran.’
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7 Recorded in Sahih Muslim, no. 23.
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Hadith 5: AbG Tahir Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Mahmash al-
Faqth informed us: Abt Hamid ibn Bilal al-Bazzar informed us:
Ahmad ibn Manstr al-Marwazi narrated to us: al-Nadr ibn Shumayl
narrated to us: Shu‘ ba informed us on the authority of Ab1 Ishaq
who said: I heard ‘ Amr ibn Maymin [saying], on the authority of
Mu ‘ adh ibn Jabal: The Messenger of Allah, may Allah bless him and
grant him peace, said, “What is the right of Allah, Exalted is He,
upon the servants?” He said, “Allah and His Messenger know best.”
He said, “That they worship Him and not associate anything with
Him.” He said, “And what is their right upon Allah if they do that?”
He said, “Allah and His Messenger know best.” He said, “That He
forgive them and not punish them.”®
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Hadith 6: Abu ‘ Abd Allah al-Hafiz informed us: Abt ‘ Abd Allah
Muhammad ibn Ya‘ qub narrated to us: Husayn ibn Muhammad ibn
Ziyad narrated to us: Abu Bakr ibn Ab1 Shayba narrated to us: Aba '1-
Ahwas narrated to us: on the authority of Abti Ishaq: and he cited the
aforementioned tradition with its chain of transmission and its
meaning. Narrated by al-Bukhari on the authority of Ishaq ibn
Ibrahim al-Hanzali, on the authority of Yahya ibn Adam, on the
authority of Abt ’1-Ahwas; and Narrated by Muslim on the authority
of Aba Bakr ibn Abi Shayba.’

8 Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari, no. 2856, and Sahih Muslim, no. 30.
? Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari, no. 2856, and Sahih Muslim, no. 30.
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Hadith 7: The teacher Abt Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Farak
informed us: “ Abd Allah ibn Ja‘ far informed us: Yunus ibn Habib
narrated to us: Abt Dawid narrated to us: Shu‘ ba narrated to us:
‘ Amr, who is the son of Murra, informed me that he heard Abi Burda
narrate that he heard a man from Juhayna, called al-Agharr, narrate
on the authority of ibn  Umar that he heard the Prophet — may Allah
bless him and grant him peace — say: “O people, turn in repentance
to your Lord, for indeed, I turn back to him one hundred times in
a day.” Narrated by Muslim on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-
Muthanna, on the authority of Aba Dawad al-Tayalisi.”

ﬁtﬁ\ﬁui‘&;wujudwwd\ 55 s pasdl g e wis A
u)&éﬁ\) cw\fh\jaj)\bﬁ\)LL;JJ\MJMJJM\}:\J‘N\M

#

3 Vudums\uw,;n EECER I I EEENIEEN AR

19 Recorded in Sahih Muslim, no. 2702.

1

22



23

AL- BAYHAQI’S LESSER FORTY

-Jbﬁ;}dr\.@fcj;i;wcd\jj&\’f KE 3‘;,‘,.1.,.5\;&.39;2;1;;-
AJ:-\J.",S»\CJM» %mw JL; 3

u" °})// \)%&J\f&bduﬂbcsﬁwdﬂ\m

5; )W/

i&\ JL; c&pjj\ L;\M dj§4 .U CJ,RJ\) ¢L€J J.a\) L‘UJ,J\; Gﬁp)\ zo-
s Gy 8 o7 s opnsel] €053 ol iy O 83 - IS

Hadith 8: Sayyid Abu ’'l-Hasan Muhammad ibn al-Husayn ibn
Dawud al- ‘ Alawt narrated to us: Abu '1-Qasim ‘ Abd Allah ibn
Ibrahim ibn Balawayh al-Muzakki informed us: Aba Tahir al-Faqih
and Abu Ya‘ la Hamza ibn ‘ Abd al- * Aziz al-Saydalani informed us.
They said: Aba Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Husayn al-Qattan narrated
to us. They said: Ahmad ibn Yasuf al-Sulami narrated to us: ‘ Abd al-
Razzaq narrated to us: Ma ‘ mar narrated to us on the authority of
Hammam ibn Munabbih, who said: This is what Aba Hurayra — may
Allah be pleased with him — narrated to us. He said: The Messenger
of Allah — may Allah bless him and grant him peace — said: “Would
any of you be delighted if his mount were to stray from him and
then he found it?” They said, “Yes, O Messenger of Allah.” He said,
“By the One in Whose Hand Muhammad’s soul lies, Allah is more
delighted with the repentance of His servant when he repents
than one of you would be upon finding his mount.” Narrated by
Muslim on the authority of Muhammad ibn Rafi © on the authority of
‘ Abd al-Razzaq, and transmitted by al-Bukhari and Muslim from the
hadith of ‘Abd Allah ibn Mas‘ud and Anas ibn Malik on the
authority of the Prophet — may Allah bless him and grant him peace
— and transmitted by Muslim from the hadith of al-Nu‘ man ibn
Bashir and al-Bara’ ibn ‘ Azib on the authority of the Prophet — may
Allah bless him and grant him peace. The Shaykh said, “His saying,
‘Allah is more delighted’ means that Allah is more pleased with

12



ON REPENTING FROM WHAT ALLAH ABHORS

repentance and accepting of it. Delight (al-farah) may sometimes
carry the meaning of pleasure (al-rida). Allah Most High said, ‘Every

faction, with what it has, is delighted,” — that is pleased with it.”
1
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Hadith 9: Abu ‘ Abd Allah al-Hafiz informed us: Aba ’1-Nadr al-
Faqth informed us: Muhammad ibn Ayyub narrated to us: Abu '1-
Walid al-Tayalistinformed us: Hammam ibn Yahya narrated to us. He
said: I heard Ishaq ibn ‘ Abd Allah ibn Aba Talha say: I heard ‘ Abd
al-Rahman ibn Abt ‘ Amra say: [ heard Aba Hurayra say: | heard the
Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and grant him peace — say:
“A servant committed a sin so he said, ‘O Lord, I have committed
a sin so forgive it for me.’ His Lord responded, ‘My servant knows
that he has a Lord who forgives sin and also holds accountable for
sin.” So He forgave him. Then he [the servant] tarried [without
committing sin] for as long as Allah willed and then committed

" Recorded in Sahih Muslim, no. 2744. The verse is located in [23:53].
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another sin.” — [AbG Hurayra said:] He might have said, “He
perpetrated (adhnaba) another sin.” — “So he said, ‘O Lord, I have
committed another sin so forgive it for me.” His Lord responded,
‘My servant knows that he has a Lord who forgives sin and also
holds accountable for sin.’ So He forgave him. Then he [the
servant] tarried for as long as Allah willed and then committed
another sin.” — He might have said, “He perpetrated another sin.”
— “So he said, ‘O Lord, I have committed another sin so forgive it
for me.’ His Lord responded, ‘My servant knows that he has a Lord
who forgives sin and also holds accountable for sin. I have forgiven
My servant, let him do as he wishes.”” Narrated by al-Bukhari on
the authority of Ahmad ibn Ishaq on the authority of ‘ Amr ibn
‘Asim on the authority Hammam. Narrated by Muslim on the
authority of * Abd ibn Humayd on the authority of Aba ’1-Walid."”

12 Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari, no. 7507, and Sahih Muslim, no. 2758.
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3. On Appeasing the Adversary, and
Appeasing the Adversary Is Among
the Conditions of Repentance
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Hadith 10: Abu ’1-Qasim ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘ Ubayd Allah al-
Huraq1 informed us in Baghdad: Habib ibn al-Hasan ibn Dawud al-
Qazzaz narrated to us: Abt Bakr ‘ Umar ibn Hafs ibn ‘ Umar ibn
Yazid al-Sadusinarrated to us: ‘ Asim ibn ‘ Ali narrated to us: Ibn Abl
Dhi 'b narrated to us on the authority of al-Magburi, on the
authority of Aba Hurayra — may Allah be pleased with him — on the
authority of the Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and grant
him peace — who said: “Whoever has committed a wrongdoing
against his brother regarding his honor or his wealth, let him seek
to be absolved of it before [the Day] it is taken from him when

15
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there will be neither dinar nor dirham. If he has good deeds, they
will be taken from him in proportion to his wrongdoing. And if he
has no good deeds, some of his companion’s (claimant’s)
misdeeds will be taken and cast upon him.” Narrated by al-Bukhari
from Adam ibn Abi lyas, on the authority of ibn Abi Dhi’b."

B Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari, no. 2449.
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4. On Forsaking Evil Companions,
and Forsaking Evil Companions Is
Part of the Perfection of Repentance
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Hadith 11: Muhammad ibn ‘ Abd Allah al-Hafiz and Muhammad ibn
Musa ibn al-Fadl informed us: Abu ’l-° Abbas Muhammad ibn
Ya“qub narrated to us: Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Harithi
narrated to us: Abt Usama narrated to us on the authority of Burayd,
on the authority of Abi Burda, on the authority of Aba Mus3, on the
authority of the Prophet — may Allah bless him and grant him peace
— who said, “The likeness of a righteous companion and an evil
companion is that of the seller of musk and the blower of the
bellows. As for the seller of musk, he may either give you some as
a gift, or you may buy from him, or you will at least perceive a

17

26



AL- BAYHAQI’S LESSER FORTY

pleasant fragrance from him. As for the blower of the bellows, he
will either burn your clothes, or you will perceive a foul odor from
him.” Narrated by al-Bukhari and Muslim on the authority of Aba
Kurayb, on the authority of Aba Usama."

4 Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhart, no. 5534, and Sahih Muslim, no. 2628.
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5. On Lowering the Gaze,

Refraining from Causing Harm, And
Guarding The Tongue
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Hadith 12: Aba Tahir al-Faqih informed us: Aba Tahir Muhammad
ibn al-Hasan al-Muhammadabadi narrated to us: Abu Qilaba
narrated to us: Abt ‘ Amir narrated to us: Zuhayr ibn Muhammad
narrated to us: [al-Bayhagqi relates a separate chain.] And Abu Tahir
informed us, and this wording is from his hadith: Abua Bakr

19
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Muhammad ibn Ibrahim al-Fahham narrated to us: Muhammad ibn
Yahya narrated to us: Musa ibn Mas ‘ id narrated to us: Zuhayr ibn
Muhammad narrated to us on the authority of Zayd ibn Aslam, on
the authority of “Ata’ ibn Yasar, on the authority of Aba Sa‘1d al-
Khudri, that the Prophet — may Allah bless him and grant him peace
—said: “Beware of sitting by the roads.” They said, “O Messenger of
Allah, we have no choice but to sit there as we converse there.” So the
Messenger of Allah —may Allah bless him and grant him peace —said:
“If you insist on gathering, then give the road its right.” They said,
“And what is the right of the road?” He said, “Lowering the gaze,
refraining from harm, returning the greeting of peace,
commanding the good, and forbidding the evil.” Narrated by al-
Bukhari on the authority of ‘ Abd Allah ibn Muhammad, on the
authority of Abi * Amir, and transmitted by Muslim from the hadith
of Hisham ibn Sa‘ d, on the authority of Zayd ibn Aslam.”
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Hadith 13: Abu ‘ Abd Allah al-Hafiz informed us: Aba ’1-‘ Abbas
Muhammad ibn Ya * qub narrated to us: Muhammad ibn ‘ Abd Allah
ibn ‘ Abd al-Hakam narrated to us: Ibn Wahb informed us: ‘ Abd al-
Rahman ibn Shurayh informed us on the authority of Muhammad
ibn Sumayr — Shaykh Ahmad [i.e., al-Bayhaqi] said: this is how Ibn

,w"

1> Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari, no. 2465, and Sahih Muslim, no. 2121.
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ON LOWERING THE GAZE AND GUARDING THE TONGUE

Wahb stated it, with an undotted sin, and others said with a shin
dotted — on the authority of Aba ‘ Ali al-Janbi, on the authority of
Abu Rayhana, who said: We set out on an expedition with the
Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and grant him peace. He
mentioned the hadith and said: Then the Messenger of Allah — may
Allah bless him and grant him peace — said: “The Fire is forbidden
to an eye that wept out of fear of Allah. The Fire is forbidden to an
eye that remained vigilant in the way of Allah.” He said: I forgot the
third. Ibn Shurayh, ‘ Abd al-Rahman ibn Shurayh to be specific, said:
I heard him saying later: “The Fire is forbidden to an eye that had
shunned the prohibitions of Allah or an eye that was gouged in the
way of Allah.”'
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Hadith 14: Muhammad ibn ‘ Abd Allah al-Hafiz informed us: Abu
‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ya‘ qub narrated to us: Ibrahim ibn
 Abd Allah narrated to us: Ab@ ‘ Asim informed us on the authority
of ibn Jurayj, on the authority of Aba ’1-Zubayr who heard Jabir state
that the Prophet — may Allah bless him and grant him peace — said:
“The Muslim is he from whose tongue and hand other Muslims
are secure.” Narrated by Muslim, on the authority of al-Hulwani and
 Abd ibn Humayd, both of whom transmitted it from Abd ‘ Asim.
Narrated by al-Bukhari as part of the hadith of * Abd Allahibn © Amr.”
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16 Recorded by al-Tabarani in al-Mu ‘jam al-Kabir, no. 1003. Graded hasan by al-
Albani due to corroborating chains; see Silsilat al-Ahadith al-Sahiha, 6/376.
17 Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari, no. 10; Sahth Muslim, no. 41.
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Hadith 15: Aba ’'l-Husayn ‘Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Bishran al-
Mu ‘ addil informed us in Baghdad: Isma ‘il ibn Muhammad al-
Saffar informed us: Zakariyya ibn Yahya ibn Asad narrated to us: [al-
Bayhagqi relates a separate chain.] Abi Muhammad ‘ Abd Allah ibn
Yahya ibn ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-Sukkari informed us in Baghdad:
Isma ‘1l ibn Muhammad informed us: Sa“ dan ibn Nasr narrated to
us: Both of them said: Sufyan ibn ‘ Uyayna narrated to us on the
authority of * Amr ibn Dinar, on the authority of Nafi * ibn Jubayr ibn
Mut ‘ im, on the authority of Abt Shurayh al-Khuza ‘1, who said: The
Messenger of Allah —may Allah bless him and grant him peace —said:
“Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day should be generous
to his guest. Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day should
behave kindly towards his neighbor. Whoever believes in Allah
and the Last Day should speak what is good or remain silent.” And
in the transmission of Zakariyya, “Or remain quiet.” Narrated by
Muslim from Zuhayr ibn Harb and Ibn Numayr from Sufyan ibn
‘ Uyayna. al-Bukhari and Muslim transmitted it from the hadith of
al-Magburi on the authority of Aba Shurayh.'®

'8 Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari, no. 6019; Sahih Muslim, no. 48.
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Hadith 16: Abu ‘ Abd Allah al-Hafiz informed us: Abu ’1-‘ Abbas
Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Mahbabi informed us in Merv: Sa ‘ 1d ibn
Mas ‘ ud narrated to us: al-Nadr ibn Shumayl narrated to us: Shu ‘ ba
ibn al-Hajjaj informed us on the authority of ‘ Abd al-Malik ibn
‘ Umayr, who said: I heard Abu Salama say on the authority of Aba
Hurayra — may Allah be pleased with him — that the Messenger of
Allah — may Allah bless him and grant him peace — said: “The truest
verse uttered by the poets is [in the tawil meter]: ‘Indeed,
everything save Allah is vanity.”” Both of them transmitted it in the
Sahih collections on the authority of Aba Mus3a, on the authority of
Ghundar, on the authority of Shu  ba.”
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¥ Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhart, no. 6147, and Sahih Muslim, no. 2256.
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Hadith 17: AbG Muhammad ‘Abd Allah ibn Yasuf al-Asbahani
informed us: Abx Sa “1d ibn al-A ‘ rab1 informed us: Sa ‘ dan ibn Nasr
narrated to us: Abi Mu‘ awiya narrated to us on the authority of
Hisham ibn ‘ Urwa, on the authority of his father, on the authority of
‘A’ isha —may Allah be pleased with her — who said: The Messenger
of Allah — may Allah bless him and grant him peace — had a marked
woolen garment (khamisa), which he gave to Abu Jahm and took
from him a plain woolen garment (al-anbijaniyya). They said, “O
Messenger of Allah, the marked woolen garment is better than the
plain one.” He replied, “I was looking at its markings during the
prayer.” Muslim narrated it in his Sahih on the authority of Aba Bakr
ibn Abi Shayba, on the authority of Waki‘, on the authority of
Hisham. Both al-Bukhari and Muslim transmitted it from the hadith
of al-Zuhri, on the authority of ‘ Urwa. In the report of Yunus ibn
Yazid on the authority of al-Zuhri, it states: “For it distracted me
during my prayer.” ‘ Algama ibn Abi ‘ Algama narrated it on the
authority of his mother, on the authority of ‘ A ’isha, and mentioned
therein: “For I looked at its markings during the prayer and it
nearly diverted my focus.”*°
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20 Recorded in Sahih al-Bukhari, no. 373, and Sahih Muslim, no. 556.
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Hadith 18: Aba Tahir al-Faqih informed us: Muhammad ibn al-
Husayn al-Qattan informed us: Ahmad ibn Yasuf al-Sulami narrated
to us: ‘ Abd al-Razzaq narrated to us: Ma ‘ mar informed us on the
authority of al-Zuhri, on the authority of ‘ Al ibn al-Husayn, who
said: The Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and grant him
peace — said: “Part of the excellence of a person’s Islam is his
leaving aside that which does not concern him.” He [al-Bayhaqi]
said: And Ahmad narrated to us: Abt Nu ‘ aym narrated to us: Malik
narrated to us — as well as Yahya ibn Yahya, al-Qa ‘ nabi, and Ibn Abi
Uways, who [all] narrated to us on the authority of Malik, on the
authority of al-Zuhri, on the authority of * Ali ibn al-Husayn, on the
authority of the Prophet — may Allah bless him and grant him peace
— with a similar narration. This [tradition] is what is correct as a
mursal narration. >
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Hadith 19: Abu ‘ All al-Husayn ibn Muhammad al-Razbari, Aba
Ishaq Ibrahim ibn Muhammad ibn Ibrahim al-Faqth al-Tasi, Aba '1-
Qasim ‘ Aliibn al-Hasan al-Tahmani, and Aba Bakr Muhammad ibn

Muhammad ibn Raja’ al-Adib informed us; they said: Aba ’'l1-
‘ Abbas Muhammad ibn Ya“ qub narrated to us: Al- “ Abbas ibn al-

' Recorded in Jami * al-Tirmidhi, no. 2317; Sunan Ibn Majah, no. 3976. Graded sahih
by al-Albani.
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Walid ibn Mazyad narrated to us: My father narrated to us: Al-
Awza ‘ Tnarrated to us: Qurraibn ‘ Abd al-Rahman narrated to me on
the authority of al-Zuhri, on the authority of Abu Salama, on the
authority of AbGi Hurayra — may Allah be pleased with him — that the
Messenger of Allah —may Allah bless him and grant him peace —said:
“Part of the excellence of a person’s Islam is his leaving aside that
which does not concern him.”*

22 Recorded in Jami ‘ al-Tirmidhi, no. 2317; Sunan Ibn Majah, no. 3976. Graded sahih
by al-Albani.
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Hadith 20: Aba ‘Abd Allah al-Hafiz informed us: ‘Ali ibn ‘1Isa
narrated to us: Ibrahim ibn Abi Talib narrated to us: Ishaq narrated
to us: [al-Bayhaqt relates a separate chain.] Abu Salih ibn Abi Tahir al-
‘ Anbari, the son of the daughter of Yahya ibn Mansur al-Qadj,
informed us: My grandfather, Yahya ibn Mansir, informed us:
Ahmad ibn Salama narrated to us: Ishaqnarrated to us: Jarir narrated
to us on the authority of Hisham, on the authority of his father, on
the authority of Sufyan ibn ‘Abd Allah, who said: I said, “O
Messenger of Allah, tell me something about Islam that will leave me
with no need to ask anyone else after you.”” He said: “Say, ‘I have
believed in Allah, then remain steadfast.”” Muslim narrated it on
the authority of Ishaq ibn Ibrahim.*

» Lit. “Tell me a statement regarding Islam about which I will not ask anyone after
you.”
24 Recorded in Sahith Muslim, no. 38.
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Hadith 21: AbG Muhammad al-Hasan ibn ‘ All ibn al-Mu ’ammal
informed us: Abtu ‘ Uthman ‘ Amr ibn ‘ Abd Allah al-Basr narrated
to us: Muhammad ibn ‘ Abd al-Wahhab al-Farra’ narrated to us:
Ya“la ibn ‘ Ubayd narrated to us: al-A‘ mash narrated to us on the
authority of Salim — meaning ibn Ab1 ’1-Ja‘d — on the authority of
Thawban, who said: The Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him
and grant him peace — said: “Be upright — though you will not be
able to perfectly fulfill [its full measure] — and know that the best
of your deeds is prayer and that none but a believer maintains
ablution.” Layth ibn Ab1 Sulaym also narrated it on the authority of
Mujahid: on the authority of ‘ Abd Allah ibn * Amr: on the authority
of the Prophet — may Allah bless him and grant him peace — in this
manner.”
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Hadith 22: Aba ’l-Husayn Muhammad ibn ‘ Alr ibn Khushaysh al-
Mugri informed us of it in Kufa: Abui Ja * far ibn Duhaym narrated to
us by way of dictation: AbGi * Amr Ahmad ibn Hazim ibn Abi Gharaza
informed us: ‘ Ubayd Allah ibn Miisa informed us: Shayban informed
us: on the authority of Layth, and he cited the aforementioned
tradition.

> Recorded in Sunan Ibn Majah, no. 277; Musnad Ahmad, no. 22378. Graded sahih by
al-Arna’at.
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Hadith 23: Abu ’1-Husayn ibn Bishran informed us: Aba Ja* far al-
Razzaz informed us: ‘Isa ibn ‘ Abd Allah al-Tayalisi narrated to us:
Abu ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Mugqri’ narrated to us: Kahmas ibn al-
Hasan narrated to us, saying:  heard ‘ Abd Allah ibn Burayda narrate
on the authority of Yahya ibn Ya * mur, on the authority of * Abd Allah
ibn ‘ Umar, on the authority of his father, regarding the hadith of
faith: The man said, “O Muhammad, tell me about Islam. What is
Islam?” The Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and grant him
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peace — said, “Islam is to testify that there is no god but Allah and
that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger, to establish
prayer, to give the zakat, to fast the month of Ramadan, and to
make pilgrimage to the House if you are able to find a way.” The
man said, “You have spoken the truth.” Then he said, “O
Muhammad, tell me about faith. What is faith?” He replied, “Faith
is that you believe in Allah, His angels, His Books, His Messengers,
the Last Day, and the divine decree in its totality, both the good
and bad of it.” He said, “You have spoken the truth.” Then he said,
“Tell me about excellence (ihsan). What is excellence?” He replied,
“Excellence is that you worship Allah as if you see Him. For if you
do not see Him, He sees you.” And he mentioned the remainder of
the hadith. Muslim transmitted the hadith through multiple chains
on the authority of Kahmas, and both al-Bukhari and Muslim
transmitted it on the authority of Abi Hurayra — may Allah be
pleased with him — on the authority of the Prophet — may Allah bless
him and grant him peace.’
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Hadith 24: Muhammad ibn ‘ Abd Allah al-Hafiz informed us: Aba ’1-
‘Abbas Muhammad ibn Ya‘®qub narrated to us: Yazid ibn
Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Samad al-Dimashqil narrated to us:
Nu ‘ aym ibn Hammad narrated to us: ‘ Uthman ibn Kathir ibn Dinar
narrated to us on the authority of Muhammad ibn Muh3jir, on the
authority of ‘ Urwa ibn Ruwaym al-Lakhmi, on the authority of
‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Ghanm, on the authority of ‘ Ubada ibn al-
Samit, who said: The Messenger of Allah — may Allah bless him and
grant him peace — said, “Indeed, among the best of a person’s faith

26 Recorded in Sahth Muslim, no. 8.
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